
WELCOME! TO THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF

FROM EXPERIENCE!

In 2007, Hixson marks the 10th anniversary of producing our From Experience
newsletter.   

When we ý rst created the newsletter, it was our vision to provide a forum where we 
could share the knowledge and insight we have accumulated with our clients.

While many things in the world have changed in the last 10 years, much of what 
you see in From Experience remains the same. Because we know your time is 
valuable, our newsletter has been kept to a single page, front-side only format.  
The focus of the piece is the main article, which is intended to provide information 
that will help you operate and maintain your facility more effectively. In the 
right-hand column, we provide additional information ï sometimes calculations, 
sometimes simply additional data ï known as ñExperience in Brief.ò  Finally, in 
1999, we began offering a look at the continuing education, seminars and events 
our associates have attended.  Each of these elements still exist today.

From the seeds of From Experience, other Hixson newsletters have quickly 
followed. The ý rst offshoot happened in 1998, with the ý rst issue of the From 
Experience ï Environmental Health & Safety Edition.  As its name implies, this 
quarterly newsletter exclusively focuses on environmental, industrial hygiene and 
safety topics.  A third publication, Building Experience, examines architectural, 
civil and structural engineering issues.  In addition, we are constantly producing 
white papers, articles and more.  If you or a colleague are not receiving these other 
pieces and would like to be included on our mailing list, please let us know!

In closing, a client recently remembered we had written about a certain topic in a 
past issue of From Experience. We quickly located the issue ï from 2003! ï and 
re-sent it to him. It is our hope that in every monthly issue of From Experience, you 
are ý nding at least one nugget of information that you or one of your co-workers 
can use in your job ï if not today, then sometime in the future.  As always, we are 
more than happy to send you past issues. (See the back page of this special edition 
for a complete list of the topics on which weôve written.)  In addition, let us know 
if there is a topic you want us to cover in the future. We like to spend our time on 
issues and ideas most important to you!
    
    Warren Green
    Manager of Process Engineering/
    Managing Editor, From Experience

MASTER INDEX OF FROM EXPERIENCE

Below is a complete listing of all the topics we have written about in From Experience during the past decade.  
To request a back copy, or to get an update about any of these stories, please contact us at 513-214-1230 or send 
an email to Warren Green at wgreen@hixson-inc.com.

1997
July  The Straight Dope On Drain Slope
August/Sept.August/Sept. Milk Your Savings Potential
October  October  October Go With The Flow  October 1997
November New Regs, Old Regs, Mega-Reg
December How Much Will It Cost?

1998
January  Key Engineering Properties
February  More Filling - Works Great
March  Measure For Measure
AprilApril  Ice Builders - A Cool Way To Save
May  If You Canôt Stand The Heat - Transfer It
June  ñRules of Thumbò For Instrumentation & Control
July  USDA Says Meat Must Not Meet
August/Sept.August/Sept. Estimating Fluid Flow
October  October  October Draw Me A Picture
November Steam Cooling Water Velocities

1999
January  Will Somebody Please Close The Door?
February  Leakage And Vacuum Equipment Size
March  How Much Is That In Torrs?
AprilApril  It Depends On What Your Deý nition of ñPSIò Is
May  Omega Fire Sprinklers Recalled
June  Which Warehouse Is Best?
July  Temperature & Pressure Variations
AugustAugust  For Peace Of Mind, Pump Your Own
September Historic Inventory Database
October  October  October Inclined To Do It Better
November Fighting Listeria
December Are You A Potential WMS User?

2000
January/Feb. Chute Design:  Size And Shape Matter
March  A Truck Is A Truck Is A Truck
AprilApril  Commissioning Helps Ensure New System Success
May  A Fine Kettle Of...
June/July Rackô Em Up
AugustAugust  Rackô Em Up Part 2
September Something In The Air
October  October  October Chutes And...More Chutes
Nov./Dec. Estimating Conveyor Horsepower

2001
January:  Natural Gas/No.2 Fuel Oil Equivalency
February  Variable Frequency Drives
March  Flash Calculations In A Flash
April/MayApril/May Effective Process-Area HVAC
June  Humidity And Temperature Control
July  Hissing Away Your Money?
AugustAugust  Premium-Efý ciency Motors
September No Surprises:  Equipment Installation Speciý cation 
October  October  October Hissing Away Part 2
November Before Itôs Set In Concrete
December Drip$, Drip$, Drip$

2002
January  When Motors Fail
February  Burned-Out Motors:  Replace or Repair?
March  Air Change Rates
AprilApril  Earth-Shaking Changes
May  More On Heat Capacities
June  Reduce Compressed Air Pressure and Save!
July  Buffers Can Increase Throughput...And Revenue
AugustAugust  A Quick - And Effective - Lift

2002 Continued2002 Continued
September HVAC Unit And Duct Layout
October  October  October How Dense Is It?
November The Forgotten Asset
December Dry Material Storage...And Fire Protection

2003
January  Galvanized Pipe Corrosion
February  Seeing The Light
March  Nitrogen:  To Generate Or Not To Generate?
AprilApril  Donôt Chill Out
May  Emergency Ammonia Venting
June  Boiler Efý ciency:  And Hidden Costs
July  Empty Pallets:  Storage and Minimizing Fire Risk
AugustAugust  Motor Voltage:  More Can Cost Less
September Ultra Pasteurization
October  October  October Whatôs Relative About Humidity?
November Plant-Floor Communication

2004
January  Prevent Leaky Caustic Lines
Februrary Estimating CIP Burst Rinses
March  Rising To The Occasion Part 1: Case-Lifting Systems
AprilApril  Rising To The Occasion Part 2: Pallet-Lifting Systems
May  Boiler Efý ciencies for Different Fuels
June  Pipe Supports...Spanning the Distance
July  Electrical Reliability Calculations
AugustAugust  Keeping It Cool...Guidelines For Unit Cooler Coils
September Safety-Related Ventilation for Battery Charging Areas
October  October  October 24-Volt Vs. 120-Volt Controls
November Palletizing:  End-Of Line Automation
December Minimizing Utility Costs

2005
February  Wasted Opportunities
March  Ice-Builder Maintenance...Beware Thin or Thick Ice
AprilApril  Insulation...How Thick is Thick Enough?
May  Conduit Material...Stainless is Not Always Best
June  Wrapped Up Right - Packaging Machinery Selection
July  Sweeping Dust Under The Hood...Exhaust Ventilation
AugustAugust  Airing It Out: Right Ventilation for Forklift Exhausts
September Propylene Glycol: Too much of a good thing
November Condensation:  A Condensed Primer
December Sanitary Weld Quality

2006
January  Process Control Points:  Key to Automation Startup
February  Now Youôre Cooking:  Efý cient Gas Distribution
March  All Fired Up:  Justifying Burner Management
AprilApril  Surface Cleanability:  When ñ32 Raò is not ñ32 Raò
May  Boiler Operations: Optimizing Feed Water Conditions
June  Commissioning:  Not Just Start-Up Anymore
July  Air Knives:  Better Use of Compressed Air
AugustAugust  Removeable Blanket Insulation:  Energy Losses
September Proper Air Distribution:  Thinking Outside the Duct
October  October  October Order Picking:  Choosing the Best Approach
November Maintaining Balance: Pressurization and Air Flow
December Safety Showers & Eyewash Stations:  Good Design

2007
January  Beyond the Codes:  Flammable/Combustible Storage
February  Safe By Design:  Operating Equipment
March  Will It Float?  Calculating Gas/Vapor Densities
AprilApril  Counting Calories:  Put Your Facility On A Diet
May  Chill Out:  Balancing Valves in Chilled Water Systems
June  Sustainable Design:  Already In Progress?

THE SOURCE OF OUR EXPERIENCE

From tips for improving plant performance and 
operational effectiveness to handy engineering 
rules-of-thumb to money-saving suggestions, 
each issue of From Experience focuses 
on topics that will be relevant to food and 
beverage plants.  While sometimes you will 
ý nd us quoting sources; often, the information 
we present is grounded in our own experience.

What exactly is the source of that experience? 
Obviously, our own associates and the 
knowledge they bring to our ý rm are a big part 
of it.  Hixson was founded in 1948 by Lewis 
Hixson. While none of our associates from 
that era are still on staff today, the average 
age of Hixson associates is 42, with 10 years 
at Hixson. This means that our associates have 
an extensive amount of experience working 
with food and beverage processors; in fact, 
many have worked in food and beverage 
industries prior to coming to Hixson, helping 
to increase their understanding of our clientsô 
challenges and needs.  Hixson Associates also 
beneý t from our Continuing Education policy, 
which enables all associates to spend at least 
40 hours per year learning and growing in their 
respective ý elds.  (See page 2 for a sampling of 
some of these activities).

Secondly, through the years, Hixson has worked 
on a large number of projects in hundreds of 
plants.  During the course of these projects, 
which have helped our associates grow and 
expand their knowledge base, we have forged 
strong relationships with our clients, garnering 
repeat business year after year.  If you have 
worked with us, you know that we are not just 
interested in getting as much business as we 
can from as many clients as possible. Rather, 
we prefer to work with clients with whom we 
can build truly successful relationships.  We 
believe that this strategy, in the long run, will 
beneý t everyone involved.
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