
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) has been proposing and 
modifying several changes to the Oil Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure 
(SPCC) rules (40 CFR 112) over the past several years.  (We even discussed it in our 
Summer 2008 issue!) However, the agency’s new due date, November 10, 2010, 
seems like it is going to stick.  Existing plans must be revised to meet new requirements, 
newly regulated facilities need to create plans, and all plans must be fully implemented 
by the above compliance date.

Under USEPA’s revised regulations, an Oil SPCC Plan must be developed if the facility 
has underground oil storage greater than 42,000 gallons (and not otherwise regulated by 
USEPA underground storage tank regulations), or above ground oil “storage” and “in use” 
capacity greater than 1,320 gallons (counting only those containers with a capacity equal 
to or greater than 55 gallons).  In these circumstances:
  
•	 Containers	 include	 hydraulic	 systems	 storage	 tanks,	 process	 tanks,	 drums,	 and	

facility-owned electrical transformers.
•	 Besides	 petroleum	 products,	 vegetable-based	 and	 water-soluble	 oils	 are	 also	

included.
•	 The	 plan	 itself	 must	 address	 containment	 provisions	 for	 oil	 storage	 and	 usage	

locations, as well as procedures for inspections, tank testing, release reporting, spill 
response, and training.

Furthermore,	an	owner/operator	of	a	 “Qualified	Facility”	may	self-certify	 the	 facility’s	
SPCC	Plan	if	the	qualified	facility	is	one	that	meets	the	Tier I or Tier II criteria. Facilities 
that	do	not	must	have	their	plans	certified	by	a	licensed	Professional	Engineer	(P.E.).

Since the Oil SPCC Plan regulations are performance-based, companies often 
encounter certain trouble spots when creating plans. Areas that frequently have 
incorrect or missing information on plans Hixson has reviewed include:

•	 The	USEPA	SPCC	Plan	 for	 a	 facility	 is	 often	 confused	with	 the	Spill	 and	Slug	
Control	Plans	sometimes	required	by	local	wastewater/sewer	systems:	They	are	
not the same.

•	 Training	is	often	overlooked:	Initial	training	and	annual	refreshers	are	required.
•	 Many	times	emergency	contact	lists	are	outdated,	have	incorrect	phone	numbers,	

and are not posted.
•	 Spill	response	kits	are	not	labeled	and	serviced.		An	unlabeled	30-gallon	can	with	

lid looks like a trash can, and they are often treated as such.
•	 When	 totaling	 the	amount	of	oil	on	site,	 it	 is	 the	container	size	 that	 is	counted,	

not the amount of oil in the container. A half-full 55 gallon drum is counted as 
55	gallons.		The	oil	in	facility-owned,	on-site	electrical	transformers	also	must	be	
included.  Don’t count containers that hold less than 55 gallons.

Remember, even if your facility does not need an Oil SPCC plan, you still have the 
obligation to keep oils and spills from leaving your site.  Put simple procedures in place 
for clean-up and reporting to prevent bigger issues down the road.

For more information about Oil SPCC 
plans, visit the EPA’s website.  In 
addition, although written for EPA 
inspectors, the SPCC Guidance 
For Regional Inspectors offers an 
easy-to-follow guide to the SPCC 
rule.
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