
Reminder: The National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) 

Standard 562 on combustible dust 
requires facilities with processes that 

can produce combustible dust to 
have a Dust Hazard Analysis (DHA) 
conducted and on file by 9/7/2020.  
The standard is enforceable by the 

Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) under the 
General Duty Clause. Note that 

baghouses and other particulate Air 
Pollutant (AP) control devices are 
particularly susceptible to this DHA 

requirement.

The Benefits of Performing Periodic
Environmental Reviews

from experience experience in brief
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Basic management of environmental compliance programs involves a periodic “check” (aka 
audit) to assess if standard procedures are being followed. These audits are conducted by 
internal or external personnel who evaluate the systems against detailed standards in a 
well-defined, methodical fashion. Without audits, the only other way to know if procedures 
are being followed is an inspection by a government agency to flag issues. And no one 
wants that to happen!

Of course, both audits and inspections 
can be stressful. To reduce this stress, 
Hixson’s experience shows that periodic 
environmental reviews are very useful 
for identifying gaps or weaknesses in 
procedures BEFORE an audit and inspection 
takes place. Conducted by an outside 
resource, these reviews can supplement 
your internal environmental team’s efforts to 
stay on top of the multitude of environmental 
compliance activities and ever-changing 
regulations your facility handles every day. 
Environmental reviews typically consist of a 

broadly scoped documentation evaluation, a walk-through of the facility, and an assessment 
of permit requirements with the goal of quickly finding areas that could use more attention 
within the environmental program. In addition, best practices from other, similar facilities 
may be identified and suggested as part of the review process.

Keep in mind that environmental reviews are NOT audits: Compliance with every regulation, 
citation or permit condition is not checked. Instead reviews look for broad compliance 
with your facility’s specific permit conditions and general industry standards, and focus 
on the common gaps after assessing the facility’s general compliance culture. Think of 
environmental reviews as a second set of eyes, helping see into blind spots and offering a 
new perspective PRIOR to audits or agency inspections.

In general, Hixson recommends that environmental reviews be conducted every three years, 
a frequency that is based upon typical annual activities and permit renewal cycles. Between 
reviews, the facility will generate three rounds of annual data – the minimum needed to 
show an average or trend. In addition, facilities may have a new permit (which usually occur 
in five-year renewal cycles) and will require input on complying with new conditions. This 
three-year recommendation also helps account for personnel turnover, which can result in 
“lost” information or missed protocols that need to be rediscovered or raised in importance.
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