
When the Real Cold Weather Hits, Is Your Plant EH&S Ready?
Adding to your already long To-Do list, winter is nearly 
here. With the drop in temperatures (and the snow and/
or ice), comes a list full of maintenance checks and 
possible fixes you will want to do to make your plant 
ready. These include:

Environmental
• Test heaters in wastewater pump houses. Check for 

leaks that cause flanges to freeze and fail. 
• Determine if wastewater and chemical feed pipe heat 

tracing is working. If needed, force the thermostat on 
to check. 

• Winterize the wastewater pre-treatment building in 
general, checking insulation, doors/ windows, etc. 
throughout the facility. 

• Check wastewater pre-treatment valves for leaks that 
can ruin insulation, causing freezing and failure.   

• Close doors around wastewater treatment areas to 
prevent freezing. 

• If polymers are used for flocculation/coagulation, 
check with your polymer supplier as most chemicals 
have an optimal temperature range. Savings of up to 
20% on polymer costs can be realized by supplying 
your polymer make-up system with warm water 
(>95°F) during the winter months. 

• Consider ordering and using 25% sodium hydroxide 

for the winter months. This concentration freezes 
at about 10°F, as compared to 50% caustic, which 
freezes at about 53°F and begins to get “slushy” 
around 65°F.
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Used for packing, filling, or quality control and safety 
purposes, non-medical x-rays are frequently found 
among the various equipment found at GMP facilities. 
However, despite their routine use, many plants may 
be unaware that these devices come with several 
regulatory requirements. These include:

• Equipment registrations and application fees
• Radiation exposure limits and personnel monitoring
• Caution signage, labelling and employee 

notifications
• Equipment maintenance standards
• Employee training

Note that these standards are state-dependent and 
are regulated by the corresponding state’s Health 
Department or Public Health Division. Check with 
your state to learn more about the specific regulations 
regarding x-ray equipment at your plant.

Continued on next page. >



HIXSON | 659 Van Meter Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202 | 513-241-1230 | info@hixson-inc.com | www.hixson-inc.com

RELATED CONTENT

• COVID-19: Hixson’s Top 10 Return to Work Best Practices 

• Hazardous Waste Generator Improvements and Episodic Generation: Are You Compliant?

CONTACT US
Direct any comments or questions to:

Joe Weisgerber, P.E., CPEA
Manager, Environmental Engineering/
Health & Safety
jweisgerber@hixson-inc.com
Phone: 513.241.1230
Fax: 513.241.1287
www.hixson-inc.com

FREE WEBINAR SERIES! 
Go to www.hixson-inc.com/
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register or access archives of Hixson’s webinars.

Health and Safety
• Check that sprinklers and fire pumps are in good repair and suitably protected to prevent freeze-up from occurring.
• Review the last three years of slips, trips, and falls data to see if these events are concentrated during the winter 

months. If so, address the root causes that are leading to these dangerous situations, and reinforce general good 
work habits/practices. 

• Make sure you have your de-icing equipment ready to go and plan for parking lot and/or sidewalk clearing. 
• Review plant shutdown procedures and re-announce to your employee body. 
• Update call lists. Winter isn’t the only thing that can stop you in your tracks. The holiday season – and the 

inevitable “out of office” days by key personnel – can also be problematic. Make sure your call lists, both internal 
and external, are up to date so you know what to do if your primary contact(s) are out of reach.

mailto:info%40hixson-inc.com?subject=
https://www.hixson-inc.com
https://www.hixson-inc.com/2020/08/14/covid-19-hixsons-top-10-return-to-work-best-practices/
https://www.hixson-inc.com/2020/05/29/hazardous-waste-generator-improvements-and-episodic-generation-are-you-compliant/
mailto:wgreen%40hixson-inc.com?subject=
https://www.hixson-inc.com
http://www.hixson-inc.com/insights/foodplant-of-the-future
http://www.hixson-inc.com/insights/foodplant-of-the-future

