
Mold Matters: Three Steps to Follow When Finding the Fungus
In places where there is moisture, mold will attempt to 
grow. This is true even in production facilities which 
adhere to the strictest protocols for cleaning.

Why? Mold is naturally present in the environment, and 
production facilities typically use a good deal of water, 
whether for processing, cleaning, or in HVAC systems. 
Because of this, every now and then, a worker may find 
mold growing, or perhaps there is a strong musty smell. 
Before rushing in to respond, make sure to understand:

1.	 When	 is	mold	 sampling	 required? According to 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), 
mold sampling is not necessary for visible mold. 
However, when dealing with a suspected case 
of mold that cannot be seen, sampling may be 
required to determine the source and a path for 
remediation. In addition, post-remediation sampling 
can help ascertain if mold has been reduced below 
actionable levels.

2.	 How	 should	 sampling	 be	 conducted? When 
testing it is important to collect multiple samples 
for comparison purposes. For example, if mold is 
suspected in...

• Equipment - Take samples from similar pieces 
of equipment.

• The Structure - Collect surface samples from 
multiple sides of the structure where the mold 
has been found.

• Airborne (Exterior) - Collect samples from the 
top (center of building) and from the ground 
level.

• Airborne (Interior) - Collect samples at the floor 
level where makeup air is being brought into the 
building, and from the center of the building.

• Other Spaces - You may determine if additional 
samples are needed (e.g., oil mist, particulates).
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By September 1, 2021, and every four years thereafter, 
Small Quantity Generators (SQGs) of hazardous waste 
(as defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act) are required to formally re-notify USEPA or their 
state environmental agency as to their generator 
status. For more information, visit https://www.epa.
gov/hwgenerators/re-notification-requirement-small-
quantity-generators.
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3.	 What	are	ways	to	remediate	mold? Multiple mold remediation options 
are available. In addition to working with a licensed remediation contractor, 
consider:
• Ultraviolet (UV) systems installed within HVAC units.
• Commercially available, spray-applied products (e.g., Moldex).
• A diluted mixture of bleach (sodium hypochlorite) is typically 

sufficient for non-porous surfaces.

Obviously, mold is never desirable in a facility, but since it is naturally 
occurring, it can become an issue.  For those times when it is suspected to 
be present, take some time to properly plan your mold sampling processes 
to have the most thorough response possible.
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