
SARA Tier II Reporting: What You Need to Know Now!
The Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know 
Act (EPCRA), also known as SARA Title III, requires 
companies with hazardous substances on-site to file 
updated annual reports (“SARA Tier II reports”) which 
outline the amount and type of hazardous substances 
within the facility. To make sure your report is as accurate 
as it can be, and to simplify the activity, take these tips 
into consideration:

Review past reports for inaccuracies. Far too many 
plants repeat what was reported the prior year. However, 
doing so usually means that plants either miss key data, 
or report information that is no longer true. Have storage 
amounts increased above thresholds? Are chemicals 
that were once on-site no longer present? Complete an 
inventory each year to verify actual storage amounts.

Watch out for common pitfalls. Items such as these 
are all culprits when it comes to inaccurate reporting:

• Lubrication and petroleum-based fuels and 
oils. These get missed frequently. If you have an 
Oil SPCC Plan for petroleum oils, chances are you 
exceed the threshold of 10,000 lbs. and must report 
this information. Remember, though, that vegetable 
oils are typically ingredients, which are exempt. 

• Lead and Sulfuric Acid. It is not uncommon for 
dilute sulfuric battery acid to be marked as reactive 
(even though it has already reacted), or for lead to 
be marked as an Extremely Hazardous Substance 
(EHS). If you have more than two or three fork trucks, 
chances are good that you have sulfuric acid on 
site in excess of the 500 lbs. reporting threshold. 

• Ammonia. Ammonia is only flammable as a vapor 
of 16%-25% concentration under highly specific 
conditions. These conditions are not typically 
involved with normal refrigeration environments, 
and therefore should not be marked as flammable 
on the Tier II report.
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Since personnel may have changed over the past year, 
verify that emergency contact information is up-to-
date. Someone must be available should emergency 
responders attempt to make contact.
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• Bulk containment tanks/thresholds. For chemical thresholds, only the pure chemical is reportable, not the 
tank holding it, or any water that may be included in the mix. Also, if a range is given to identify chemical 
concentrations on the Safety Data Sheets (SDS), use the highest concentration.

• Emergency generators. Generators using diesel fuel may trigger reporting for the fuel, if more than approximately 
1400 gallons is stored.

• Storage Types.  Facilities must provide a description for the storage types (e.g., box, plastic drums) and conditions 
(ambient temperate and pressure) rather than reporting codes.  Also, make sure that storage types have not 
changed over the course of the year!

Remember, Sara Tier II Reporting requirements may vary by state. Check here to verify specific requirements for 
your plant.
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